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certificate or under a currently ap-
proved production inspection system
for such aircraft.

[Doc. No. 1993, 29 FR 5451, Apr. 23, 1964, as
amended by Amdt. 43–4, 31 FR 5249, Apr. 1,
1966; Amdt. 43–23, 47 FR 41084, Sept. 16, 1982;
Amdt. 43–25, 51 FR 40702, Nov. 7, 1986; Amdt.
43–36, 61 FR 19501, May 1, 1996]

§ 43.5 Approval for return to service
after maintenance, preventive
maintenance, rebuilding, or alter-
ation.

No person may approve for return to
service any aircraft, airframe, aircraft
engine, propeller, or appliance, that
has undergone maintenance, preventive
maintenance, rebuilding, or alteration
unless—

(a) The maintenance record entry re-
quired by § 43.9 or § 43.11, as appro-
priate, has been made;

(b) The repair or alteration form au-
thorized by or furnished by the Admin-
istrator has been executed in a manner
prescribed by the Administrator; and

(c) If a repair or an alteration results
in any change in the aircraft operating
limitations or flight data contained in
the approved aircraft flight manual,
those operating limitations or flight
data are appropriately revised and set
forth as prescribed in § 91.9 of this chap-
ter.

[Doc. No. 1993, 29 FR 5451, Apr. 23, 1964, as
amended by Amdt. 43–23, 47 FR 41084, Sept.
16, 1982; Amdt. 43–31, 54 FR 34330, Aug. 18,
1989]

§ 43.7 Persons authorized to approve
aircraft, airframes, aircraft engines,
propellers, appliances, or compo-
nent parts for return to service
after maintenance, preventive
maintenance, rebuilding, or alter-
ation.

(a) Except as provided in this section
and § 43.17, no person, other than the
Administrator, may approve an air-
craft, airframe, aircraft engine, propel-
ler, appliance, or component part for
return to service after it has undergone
maintenance, preventive maintenance,
rebuilding, or alteration.

(b) The holder of a mechanic certifi-
cate or an inspection authorization
may approve an aircraft, airframe, air-
craft engine, propeller, appliance, or
component part for return to service as
provided in Part 65 of this chapter.

(c) The holder of a repair station cer-
tificate may approve an aircraft, air-
frame, aircraft engine, propeller, appli-
ance, or component part for return to
service as provided in Part 145 of this
chapter.

(d) A manufacturer may approve for
return to service any aircraft, air-
frame, aircraft engine, propeller, appli-
ance, or component part which that
manufacturer has worked on under
§ 43.3(j). However, except for minor al-
terations, the work must have been
done in accordance with technical data
approved by the Administrator.

(e) The holder of an air carrier oper-
ating certificate or an operating cer-
tificate issued under Part 121, 127, or
135, may approve an aircraft, airframe,
aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, or
component part for return to service as
provided in Part 121, 127, or 135 of this
chapter, as applicable.

(f) A person holding at least a private
pilot certificate may approve an air-
craft for return to service after per-
forming preventive maintenance under
the provisions of § 43.3(g).

[Amdt. 43–23, 47 FR 41084, Sept. 16, 1982, as
amended by Amdt. 43–36, 61 FR 19501, May 1,
1996]

§ 43.9 Content, form, and disposition of
maintenance, preventive mainte-
nance, rebuilding, and alteration
records (except inspections per-
formed in accordance with part 91,
part 123, part 125, § 135.411(a)(1),
and § 135.419 of this chapter).

(a) Maintenance record entries. Except
as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of
this section, each person who main-
tains, performs preventive mainte-
nance, rebuilds, or alters an aircraft,
airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, ap-
pliance, or component part shall make
an entry in the maintenance record of
that equipment containing the follow-
ing information:

(1) A description (or reference to data
acceptable to the Administrator) of
work performed.

(2) The date of completion of the
work performed.

(3) The name of the person perform-
ing the work if other than the person
specified in paragraph (a)(4) of this sec-
tion.
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(4) If the work performed on the air-
craft, airframe, aircraft engine, propel-
ler, appliance, or component part has
been performed satisfactorily, the sig-
nature, certificate number, and kind of
certificate held by the person approv-
ing the work. The signature con-
stitutes the approval for return to
service only for the work performed.
In addition to the entry required by
this paragraph, major repairs and
major alterations shall be entered on a
form, and the form disposed of, in the
manner prescribed in appendix B, by
the person performing the work.

(b) Each holder of an air carrier oper-
ating certificate or an operating cer-
tificate issued under Part 121, 127, or
135, that is required by its approved op-
erations specifications to provide for a
continuous airworthiness maintenance
program, shall make a record of the
maintenance, preventive maintenance,
rebuilding, and alteration, on aircraft,
airframes, aircraft engines, propellers,
appliances, or component parts which
it operates in accordance with the ap-
plicable provisions of Part 121, 127, or
135 of this chapter, as appropriate.

(c) This section does not apply to per-
sons performing inspections in accord-
ance with Part 91, 123, 125,
§ 135.411(a)(1), or § 135.419 of this chap-
ter.

[Amdt. 43–23, 47 FR 41085, Sept. 16, 1982]

§ 43.11 Content, form, and disposition
of records for inspections con-
ducted under parts 91 and 125 and
§§ 135.411(a)(1) and 135.419 of this
chapter.

(a) Maintenance record entries. The
person approving or disapproving for
return to service an aircraft, airframe,
aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, or
component part after any inspection
performed in accordance with Part 91,
123, 125, § 135.411(a)(1), or § 135.419 shall
make an entry in the maintenance
record of that equipment containing
the following information:

(1) The type of inspection and a brief
description of the extent of the inspec-
tion.

(2) The date of the inspection and air-
craft total time in service.

(3) The signature, the certificate
number, and kind of certificate held by
the person approving or disapproving

for return to service the aircraft, air-
frame, aircraft engine, propeller, appli-
ance, component part, or portions
thereof.

(4) Except for progressive inspec-
tions, if the aircraft is found to be air-
worthy and approved for return to
service, the following or a similarly
worded statement—‘‘I certify that this
aircraft has been inspected in accord-
ance with (insert type) inspection and
was determined to be in airworthy con-
dition.’’

(5) Except for progressive inspec-
tions, if the aircraft is not approved for
return to service because of needed
maintenance, noncompliance with ap-
plicable specifications, airworthiness
directives, or other approved data, the
following or a similarly worded state-
ment—‘‘I certify that this aircraft has
been inspected in accordance with (in-
sert type) inspection and a list of dis-
crepancies and unairworthy items
dated (date) has been provided for the
aircraft owner or operator.’’

(6) For progressive inspections, the
following or a similarly worded state-
ment—‘‘I certify that in accordance
with a progressive inspection program,
a routine inspection of (identify wheth-
er aircraft or components) and a de-
tailed inspection of (identify compo-
nents) were performed and the (aircraft
or components) are (approved or dis-
approved) for return to service.’’ If dis-
approved, the entry will further state
‘‘and a list of discrepancies and unair-
worthy items dated (date) has been
provided to the aircraft owner or oper-
ator.’’

(7) If an inspection is conducted
under an inspection program provided
for in part 91, 123, 125, or § 135.411(a)(1),
the entry must identify the inspection
program, that part of the inspection
program accomplished, and contain a
statement that the inspection was per-
formed in accordance with the inspec-
tions and procedures for that particu-
lar program.

(b) Listing of discrepancies and plac-
ards. If the person performing any in-
spection required by part 91 or 125 or
§ 135.411(a)(1) of this chapter finds that
the aircraft is unairworthy or does not
meet the applicable type certificate
data, airworthiness directives, or other
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